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Dear Fellow Citizens, 

A new Road Traffic Ordinance will come into effect 
on 1 March. It is attuned to daily practice and 
adapted to the requirements of international traffic. 

Since several things are going to change, the 
German Traffic Safety Council has prepared this 
brochure. It does not contain the official wording 
of the new Road Traffic Ordinance. Only the most 
important rules and signs are explained. This is in¬ 
tended to assist you in making your way safely in 
daily traffic. 

I recommend that you read this brochure carefully, 
whether you are a pedestrian, cyclist or automobile 
driver. Even if you have had your driving permit 
for twenty years, you will discover things which are 
new, which you may not really have known, or 
which perhaps you may have forgotten. 

"Fit for the new rules in traffic" — each one of us 
should be just that. Road traffic will then become 
safer for all of us. 

Sincerely, 
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This English language edition of the brochure "Fit 
fuer die neue Ordnung im Verkehr" was produced 
with the permission of the Deutsche Verkehrssicher- 
heitsrat e. V. 
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Pedestrians 

No one is more vulnerable in traffic than pedes¬ 
trians. Careless entering of the roadway is the most 
frequent accident cause. Therefore, use caution 
when taking that "step off the curb." Children, 
above all, must learn this early. 

At the curb, look first to your left, then right, and 
then left once more. Then cross the street by the 
shortest route. Do not run backl Stop if necessary! 

In heavier traffic, you should cross fhe streef only 
at pedestrian crosswalks or traffic lights. If there 
are none, or if they are too far away, you should 
cross the street at intersections or junctions when¬ 
ever possible. 

Intersections and junctions are focal points of traffic. 
Here the driver will expect interference and be 
more alert to pedestrians. Therefore, a pedestrian 
will be safer there. 



As a pedestrian, you should yield your priority it congestion can thus 
be avoided. Indicate this in an unmistakable manner. 


At intersections and junctions, pedestrians have 
priority over vehicles making a turn. This way, 
pedestrians can concentrate better on the particu¬ 
larly dangerous traffic on the street they intend to 
cross. 

▲t a zebra crossing, pedestrians have priority over 
vehicles, except streetcars. However, they should 
indicate clearly that they intend to cross the street. 
You may enter the roadway only if the nearest 



vehicle is still far enough away so that the driver 
can apply brakes without danger. It is best to take 
the “step off the curb" only when you are certain 
that the automobile driver will permit you to cross. 
For all practical purposes, passing before a zebra 
crossing is prohibited. Pedestrians should neverthe¬ 
less look out for cars which may pass anyway. 

At traffic lights, you may not enter the roadway on 
"red." When the light turns "green," start walking 
only when no more vehicles are approaching. Any¬ 
one on the roadway when the light turns "red" 
must proceed swiftly. Do not run back! Crosswalks 
regulated by light signals are bordered by white 
lines or rows of metal studs, and are sometimes also 
marked with zebra stripes. 

A pedestrian intending to cross a street at a point 
equipped with traffic lights must 
obey the light signals. 

A zebra crossing does not give 
priority at this location. 

On rural roads without sidewalks, 
pedestrians must walk on the ex¬ 
treme left; during darkness, poor 
visibility or heavy traffic, they are v . ... 

required to walk in single file. i n light colored clothing. 
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During the hours of darkness, pedestrians are in 
particular jeopardy because it is difficult for drivers 

to see them. 
When the road 
surface is wet, 
pedestrians in 
dark clothing 
cannot be seen 
on an illuminated 
street, even at 
short distances. 
Pedestrians 
should therefore 
be especially 
cautious during 
darkness. 

Bicycles and Motor Bikes 

Bicyclists must ride in single file, one behind the 
other, and at the extreme right edge of the road¬ 
way. They may ride side by side only when they 
will not hinder traffic by doing so. 

Motor bikes may never travel abreast. 






Motor bikes with 
speeds of up to 
40 km/h must use 
the bicycle path. 


Where there is a bicycle path, it must 
be used. This includes motor bikes 
which cannot travel faster than 25 
km/h. Motor bikes capable of speeds 
up to 40 km/h must use the bicycle 
path when a supplementary sign re¬ 
quiring this is posted. 


Before fuming left, make sure by looking behind 
you that ft is safe to move into the left lane. Then 
extend your left arm to signal your intentions. Then 
move into the left lane. 



Look behind you before turning. Then signal your turn. 
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You are properly positioned if you are on the right 
side of the car also making a left turn. This way, 
you will again be on the right edge of the roadway 
after completing your turn. 



This is correct: On the right side of the car making a left turn. 


You are in danger as long as you are in the driver's 
blind spot. Anyone riding to the right of an auto¬ 
mobile must be particularly cautious. 



The driver cannot see you while you are in his "blind spot" area. 


Bicyclists may only carry children under seven years 
of age. The bicyclist himself must then be at least 
sixteen years old. A special seat is required for the 
child. Wheel spokes must be so guarded that the 
child's feet cannot contact them. 

Never ride hands-off style. While riding, the feet 
may not be removed from the pedals without rea¬ 
son. Hitching a tow from a motor vehicle is prohib¬ 
ited. 

The autobahn and motor vehicle roads may not be 

used by bicycles and motor bikes. 

Bicycles must obey the same rules which apply to 
automobile drivers. You will find these rules in the 
following chapters. 
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Speed 

50 km/h (31 mph) is the maximum speed in built-up 
areas. This is the proven optimum. 


Wilster 


Wilstfr 

Kreis Steinburg 


Kritis* Steinburg 


City Limits (Beginning) City Limits (End) 


Even 50 km/h is sometimes too fast: in residential 
areas, for example, where children may dart into 
the roadway. Children are often unpredictable. 



...all of a sudden, there is danger, 


Adult pedestrians, too, are sometimes unable to 
judge the traffic situation and estimate speeds. 
Look out especially for older people. 

Where speeds of more than 50 km/h are considered 
safe, faster driving is permitted by signs. The au¬ 
thorities will make greater use of this in the future 
than they have in the past. 


On rural roads and the autobahn, you are free to 
set your own speed. Maximum speeds are pre¬ 
scribed only for vehicles with trailers, and for trucks 
and buses. You must, of course, drive at a speed 
which will leave you in control of your car at all 
times. There is danger on curves, especially when 
wet, and at nighttime. 

Even on modern rural roads, many curves can be 
taken at 80 km/h at the most. 

Proper technique: Apply brakes BEFORE the curve! 



Danger: Reduce your speed before fhe curve. 


You must drive more slowly on wet roads. It is easy 
for the car to start skidding, and your braking dis¬ 
tance will increase. Therefore: Instead of 80 km/h 
on a dry road, drive only at 60 km/h on a wet road 
surface. 


It is important to drive only so fast that you are 
able to stop within the distance covered by your 
vision. During darkness, this is the distance illumi¬ 
nated by your headlights. 

During darkness, highway markers can easily tempt 
you into driving at an excessive speed. You can see 
their reflections for long distances; this makes it 
easy to overlook an obstacle right in front of your 
car. 


Highway markers are 
visible for long 
distances at night, 
but the roadway 
remains dark. 
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The correct way is fo adjust your speed to the traffic 
flow! Anyone who continuously passes other cars is 
driving too fast; anyone who keeps being passed 
is perhaps driving too slowly. 


70-110 

km 


Signs with recommended 
speeds are meant to keep 
traffic flowing. The recom¬ 
mendation says: Do not 
drive faster, but also do not 
during favorable traffic and 


drive more slowly 
weather conditions. 

Use caution when approaching an intersection. 
Higher speeds are often underestimated by others. 
In built-up areas no one will expect a vehicle to 
travel faster than 50 km/h. On rural roads, speeds 
above 100 km/h are not expected. 

Danger spots are marked with signs when drivers 
cannot recognize the danger in time. 



In built-up areas, these signs are post¬ 
ed shortly before the danger spot, on 
rural roads and the autobahn a great¬ 
er distance away. Reduce speed! 



Where there is a speed limit, signs 
will state the maximum speed per¬ 
mitted. 


Only the sign with the black diago¬ 
nal cancels the speed restriction. 


Following Distance 

Adequafe following distance means that you will 
be able to stop in time if the driver ahead of you 
suddenly applies his brakes. 

Most drivers have a reaction time of slightly more 
than one second. The following distance therefore 
must be greater than the distance travelled in one 
second. To be on the safe side, a following distance 
of two seconds is recommended. 

This is the way to tell whether your following dis¬ 
tance is adequate: When the car ahead reaches a 
point of reference on the roadway — such as the 
shadow cast by a bridge, a seam in the pavement, 
or a pavement marking — start counting, “twenty- 
one, twenty-two." If you reach your reference point 
before you have finished counting, you are too 
close. (Practice the second count beforehand with 



your watch). 

The “two second distance" is equal to twice your 
speedometer reading in yards, i.e., a distance of 60 
yards at 30 mph, 120 yards at 60 mph. 

The driver of the preceding car must also help to 
avoid rear end collisions. He may not apply his 
brakes suddenly without a compelling reason. A 
missed exit, or a suddenly discovered parking 
space are not compelling reasons. 

Passenger cars with trailers, buses and trucks must 
maintain following distances on rural roads which 
will permit a passing vehicle to move in between 
two vehicles following each other. 
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Driving on the Right - 
Driving Abreast 

The rule of “Drive on the right — pass on the left" 
remains unchanged. 

However, on streets wh'rch permit driving abreast 
in the same direction—whether they are so marked 
or not—you may deviate from this basic rule under 
certain traffic conditions. 

—If traffic is moderate, the mandatory rule of driv¬ 
ing on the right applies. If there is dense traffic 
on the right, you may remain in the left lane. 

—When columns have formed in both lanes, it is 
permitted to drive faster in the right lane. Any¬ 
one in the left lane may then change over into 
the right lane only for the purpose of making a 
right turn, stopping, or following the directional 
arrows on the pavement. 



Here traffic in the right lane may move faster. 

The following applies in all other cases: “Drivers 
must keep as far to the right as possible, not only 
when there is oncoming traffic, on hills, in curves, 
or when vision is obscured." You may therefore 
never cut curves, even if you can oversee their en¬ 
tire length. 

As a rule, changing from one lane into another is 

permitted only when it can be accomplished with¬ 
out impeding other traffic. Any lane change must 
be signalled in advance with the turn indicator. The 
same applies when pulling away from the curb. 



Lateral clearance — fhe regard of the stronger for the weaker. 


Passing 

Anyone intending to pass must insure, prior to pull¬ 
ing out, 

—by looking ahead, that the roadway is free and 
unobscured. 

—by looking at the rear view mirror, that no one is 
approaching from behind. 

—by looking to the side and rear, that there is no 
vehicle in the “blind spot." 

Use your turn indicator before pulling out, even 
when driving past a stopped vehicle! This is to in¬ 
form other road users of your intention to pass. 

Then pass without delay! This will shorten the 
dangerous passing distance. After passing, move 
back into the right lane — but do so without cutting 
off the one you have passed. 

You may pass only if you are able to drive con¬ 
siderably faster than the vehicle ahead. You may 
not pull out, of course, if a car behind you has al¬ 
ready started a passing maneuver. 

For safety reasons, passing is never permitted on 
narrow roads, in curves, and before hill crests. 



No other car may Trucks may not End of "No 

be passed here. pass other cars. passing" zone. 
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Passing is also prohibited whenever 4he traffic 
situation is not clear, i.e., whenever you cannot be 
certain how this situation will develop. 



Is fhe tractor going to turn? 


Pedestrian 


A 


At zebra crossings you may pass, or 
drive past other vehicles, only if you 
can see that this will not endanger 
pedestrians. A vehicle waiting for 
pedestrians to cross may not be 
Crosswalk passed under any circumstances. 
Anyone being passed may not increase his speed 
at that time. If you notice that the driver passing 
you has misjudged and is in danger from oncoming 
traffic, you must make it possible for him to return 
to fhe right lane quickly. Pull over to the extreme 
right side and apply your brakes! 



Help the driver passing you. Allow him to return to the right lane. 


Anyone driving so slowly that a line of cars has 
formed behind him must permit following vehicles 
to pass him. If necessary, he must stop in a suitable 
spot. 

Anyone passing an entire line of cars is acting in an 
unfair and dangerous manner. He depends on be¬ 
ing able to pull back to the right in case of on¬ 
coming traffic. 



Lines of cars must dissolve from front to rear, i.e., first, second, 
third, fourth vehicle, etc. 


Anyone not intending to pass must maintain the 
proper following distance and keep as far to the 
right as possible. 

Never follow loo closely behind a passing vehicle, 

as you will then not be able to see an oncoming 
car. 




The basic rule of the new 
Road Traffic Ordinance: 




Art. 1, Para. 1 
Participation in road traffic 
demands constant caution and 
mutual consideration. 


i 
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Right of Woy 

Intersections are focal points of traffic. Not only 
crossing vehicles must be expected here. Pedestrian 
traffic is also concentrated in these locations. 
Anyone coming from the right has the right of way 
at intersections and junctions. This applies wherever 
there is no priority sign or traffic light. 

Only exception: Vehicles approaching on field 
paths or forest rocds, or coming from a parking lot, 
a service station, or private property must always 
wait. 



Where the "crossroads" sign is posted, 
traffic from the right has the right of 
way. 

Anyone who has the right of way will 
recognize this by a yellow diamond, 
or a triangle with a thick arrow. In 
this case, you may count on having 
the right of way over a longer dis¬ 
tance. 

The sign with the arrow gives the right 

of way for one intersection only. 


It is sometimes necessary to yield the right of way 
in the interest of traffic flow. In some “special traffic 
situations,” this is even required: 


:l 

! J 



Do not close the gap — permit these vehicles to pass. 


Even if you have the right of way, you must wait in 
the event that traffic congestion would force you to 
stop within an intersection. The same applies with 



Do not close this gap, as you would then block the intersection when 
traffic from the right receives a green light. 


a green traffic signal. 

No one who has the right of way may insist on 
taking it. Always reduce your speed before inter¬ 
sections. 

The triangular sign to which you are 
already accustomed is posted wher¬ 
ever you must yield the right of way 
at intersections or junctions... 




...or, during the interim period, the 
old “Halt” sign... 



Advance warning of a slop sign com¬ 
ing up is always given on rural roads 
some distance before the intersection. 


When you reach the stop sign, you must stop. 

When you encounter the triangular sign, you should 
approach the intersection slowly, even if the prior¬ 
ity road appears to be free of traffic. Only then will 
you be able to judge the traffic situation correctly. 
And only then will someone who has priority recog¬ 
nize that you will let him pass. 
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Once you have come to a stop, you must wait until 
you are certain that it is possible to continue with¬ 
out danger. Even in dense traffic, this will seldom 
take over one or two minutes. 

Start moving only when the gap in crossing traffic 
is wide enough. You must remember that it is diffi¬ 
cult for motorists to estimate speed: High speeds 
are usually underestimated. 

Also, you should never let other drivers urge you 
on. You should start moving only after you have 
verified that you can do so without danger. 

The authorities will do everything to make regula¬ 
tion of right of way as clear as possible. In spite of 
this, all motorists should keep in mind: 



Not every intersection looks like an intersection 
from a distance. Sometimes you will recognize an 
intersecting street, on which others may have prior¬ 
ity, only at the last moment. Sometimes, too, traffic 
signs are concealed by other cars or trees. 




Priority in narrow passages 
is regulated by these two 
signs. 


Narrow passage - Narrow passage 
you have priority you must wait 



At a zebra crossing, even a 
single pedestrian has the 
right of way. It is unimpor¬ 
tant whether or not a sign is 
posted at the crosswalk. 
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Turning 

Many drivers do not know how to make turns prop¬ 
erly. This often causes accidents. Here is the right 
way to do it: 

—First, make sure, by looking at your rear view 
mirror, that you can line up for your turn without 
endangering traffic following you. 

—Then use your turn indicator to signal your in¬ 
tentions. 

—Finally, position your car so that it will obstruct 
traffic continuing straight ahead as little as pos¬ 
sible. 

When making a right turn, you must pay particular 
attention to bicyclists continuing straight ahead. 
They have the right of way here. 



The danger in making left turns in city traffic lies in 
overlooking oncoming vehicles, or underestimating 
their speed. Therefore, make the turn only when the 
gap in oncoming traffic is really large enough. 



Use special caution when making a left turn. 
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When making left turns on rural roads, look out 
especially for fast cars approaching from behind. 
Where there is no turnihg lane, it is important to 
look at the rear view mirror a second time to be 
absolutely certain that no one is passing at the 
same moment. 

Arrows on the roadway sometimes indicate different 
directions of travel for the intersection coming up. 
If the arrows are between lines, the direction indi¬ 
cated must be followed at the intersection. 


\ 



Here you must follow the arrows. 


You must allow pedestrians to cross the street into 
which you are turning. This applies without excep¬ 
tion, not only where there are traffic lights or pedes¬ 
trian crosswalks. 


r 
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The basic rule of the new 
Road Traffic Ordinance: 



Art. 1, Para. 1 
Participation in road traffic 
demands constant caution and 
mutual consideration. 
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Stopping and Parking 

Stopping and parking are two different things. Any¬ 
one who leaves his vehicle or stops for longer than 
three minutes is parking. 

Stopping prohibitions serve to keep traffic flowing, 
and are therefore also of advantage 
to you. 

The stopping prohibition is designat¬ 
ed by a new traffic sign. Here you 
may not stop to take on or discharge 
No stopping passengers, or to load or unload. 
Stopping prohibitions also exist, for example 

— at narrow passages and locations which are difficult to 
view in their entirety 

— before, in, and after sharp curves 

— in lanes marked with directional arrows on the pavement 

— 5 meters before and on pedestrian crosswalks 

— on the autobahn and motor vehicle roads 

— in acceleration and deceleration lanes. 




Limited 
No Stopping 


Beside the “stopping prohibition/' 
there is also a “limited stopping pro¬ 
hibition." It permits taking on and dis¬ 
charging of passengers as well as 
loading and unloading. 


The traffic sign “Limited No Stopping" is similar in 
design to the “No Stopping" sign used so far. 
Where the old “No Parking" sign is still posted, it 
now means “Limited No Stopping.” 

There no longer is a sign for "No Parking". But even 
without a sign of this meaning, there are many areas 
in which parking on the roadway is not permitted, 
for example, 

— 10 meters before traffic lights and the signs "Yield Right 
of Way!" and "STOP! Yield Right of Way!" 

— 5 meters before and after intersections and junctions 

— in front of property exits, on narrow streets also on the 
opposite street side. 



On narrow streets, do not park opposite property exits. 
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—on priority roads outside built-up areas _ 

— 15 meters before and after bus and streetcar stops 

— at taxi stands. 


Limitations of parking time are intended 
to preclude the blocking of parking space 
in business districts by cars left there from 
morning till evening. Short-term parking 
may be permitted there at parking meters 
or, as of recently, by use of a parking 
permit. 



Parking permits must be used in zones limited by 
Short-term parking zone special signs, and in parking 
< 1V2 hrs ) lots which are similarly de¬ 

signated. Within these zones, 
you may park — with a per¬ 
mit and for a certain length 
of time — wherever this 
will not impede traffic and 
stopping or parking are not 
prohibited. 

When you park your car, adjust your permit so that 
the arrow points to fhe mark for the half hour which 
has not yet begun. The time for which you are per¬ 
mitted to park counts from then on. Example: If you 
have arrived at 9:10, adjust your parking permit to 
9:30. Your official parking period begins at that 
time. 




Parking space is scarce. 

When you park your car. remember that others are also 
looking for a place to park. Save space! 

Keep in mind that a poorly positioned vehicle can block traffic. 


Vehicle Lighting 

Headlights have a dual purpose: "See and be 
seen." Therefore, driving with parking lights is no 
longer permitted. Parking lights are not driving 
lights. 

Low beam headlights must be turned on early: At 
the beginning of dusk, at the very latest, when the 
first oncoming car approaches you with headlights 
on, or when it becomes difficult to recognize an un¬ 
lighted car. At 
that time, it is 
also difficult to 
see your car. 


If is easier fo see you 
with your headlights 
turned on. 

Fog lights may be used only in fog, snowfall, or 
heavy rain. 

Rear fog lights have a very strong blinding effect. 
Therefore, they may be used only outside city limits, 
and then only when fog is so dense that visibility is 
less than 50 meters. 

High beam may be used as long as no one else is 
blinded. Dim your headlights early when there is 
oncoming traffic. When the street is well lighted, 
high beam may not be used. 

If oncoming traffic flashes its headlights at you 
while you are driving on low beam, something is 
wrong with your headlights. Headlights are some¬ 
times out of adjustment and will blind oncoming 
traffic. 

Remember to check your vehicle lighting system 
regularly. A quick way to do this is to turn on your 
parking lights, low beam and high beam in front of 
a wall or garage door. 
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Train and Bus 


Streetcars and buses should be permitted to move 
without delay, because they transport more people 
than single passenger cars do. 



Keep clear of the tracks when making a turn — never impede a streetcar. 


Streetcars and buses have a right to priority: 

—Anyone making a left turn may therefore not 
position his vehicle on the tracks if a streetcar 
could be impeded by doing so, regardless of 
whether the streetcar approaches from front to 
rear. 

—A bus pulling away from a bus stop and signal¬ 
ling this with its turn indicator must be permitted 
to feed into traffic. 

When passengers at streetcar stops enter and alight 
on the roadway, you must drive by slowly to avoid 
endangering the passengers. A considerate motorist 
will wait as long as the doors are open. 


At traffic islands where streetcars or buses stop, 
children or older people may thoughtlessly step into 
the roadway. Caution is necessary there. 



School buses are meant to carry our children safely 
through traffic. They stop not only at regular bus 


stops, but as necessary to pick up and discharge 
passengers. The bus driver will turn on his four-way 
flasher light when children are mounting and dis¬ 
mounting. Then you must use special caution, as 
Mk children will often run blindly across 
the street. Follow the good example of 
other countries: Do not pass a stopped 

inn \ school busi 


Guarded railroad 



Special danger signs are posted at 
railroad crossings, often together with 
distance markers. 


Unguarded rail¬ 
road crossing 



Stop here I 


The railroad cross is posted immedia¬ 
tely before the crossing. You must 
stop at that point whenever a train 
or streetcar approaches. 


Railroad crossings must be approached slowly. The 
markers tell the distance to the crossing. 



Whenever traffic slows down or stops beyond the 
crossing, you must stop and wait at the railroad 
cross. Never stop on the tracks! 
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Acceleration lanes enable swift feeding into traffic. 

Passing on the autobahn is permitted only when 
doing so will not endanger following traffic. 

Look at both rear view mirrors to insure that, by 
pulling out, you will not force the driver of a faster 
vehicle to apply his brakes. Then use your left turn 
indicator to announce your intention to pass. 
Anyone travelling in the right lane on the autobahn 
and approaching an access point can make entry 
easier for other cars by changing into the passing 
lane, if no other vehicle is approaching from the 
rear. 

Passing on the right is also prohibited on the auto¬ 
bahn. The rules for driving in heavy traffic and col¬ 
umns, contained in the chapter titled "DRIVING ON 
THE RIGHT — DRIVING ABREAST," also apply an 
the autobahn. Please look them up! 

If you notice a traffic tie-up ahead, you should warn 
traffic following you by touching your brake pedal 
to flash your stop light, or by turning on your four¬ 


way emergency flasher light for a brief period. If 
traffic comes to a stop, pull over to the extreme 
right or extreme left side of the roadway. A clear 


Apply brakes only in the deceleration lane, so that traffic following 
you will not be impeded. 


The Autobahn 

Anyone entering the autobahn or a motor vehicle 

road from normal street traffic must adjust to higher 
speeds. 

Many autobahn accesses have an acceleration lane. 
In this lane, you should reach the same speed as 
that of traffic on the autobahn proper. Feeding into 
this traffic then becomes easy. 


Lane for emergency vehicles and police. 

lane must be left in the middle for ambulance, 
police and fire fighting vehicles. 

In spite of the generous design of the autobahn, 
curves cannot be taken at all speeds. At an ex¬ 
cessive speed, it is not possible to see around even 
slight bends to the left if there are hedges or screen¬ 
ing fences in the middle of the roadway. They then 
become as dangerous as tight curves on rural 
roads. Therefore, always adjust your speed to the 
distance covered by your vision. 

During darkness, it is not necessary to adjust your 
speed to the range of your headlights as long as 
you can clearly see the tail lights of the car ahead 
of you. 

But keep in mind that nothing is as dangerous as a 
sudden traffic tie-up at nightl 
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To leave the autobahn, you should move to the 
right lane at the very latest when you pass the 500 
meter marker. 

Use your turn indicator to signal your intention! 

If there is a deceleration lane, apply brakes only 
when you are already in it! 

Fast driving on the autobahn for long periods 
makes it easy to lose one's sense of speed. A look 
at the speedometer when leaving the autobahn will 
tell whether you are too fast for the tight curve at 
the exit. 

Emergencies and Accidents 

Disabled vehicles are dangerous, and are them¬ 
selves in danger as well. This danger is especially 
great on roads with fast moving traffic. 

Therefore, in case of emergency or accident, turn 
on the fourway emergency flasher light immediately 
and try to move off the roadway. If it is not possible 
to clear the roadway completely, you must set up 
your warning triangle. Not immediately behind the 
car, but according to the following rule of thumb: 
on rural roads 100 paces, on the autobahn 200 
paces away from the car. Only then will traffic fol- 



This is correcf — sef up the warning triangle far enough away. 


lowing you be able to recognize the danger spot 
in time. If necessary, oncoming traffic must also be 
warned. 

After an accident, secure the accident scene right 
away and assist anyone who is injured. Both are 


more important than discussing the question of who 
is at fault in the accident. Anyone who does not 
render aid is liable to penalty. 

Everyone involved must wait until the police or 
those who have suffered damage have completed 
their investigation. You may, of course, leave the 
accident scene temporarily to take care of injured 
persons or to call the police. 

Anyone is involved whose actions may have con¬ 
tributed, directly or indirectly, to the accident. A 
bicyclist, for example, whose improper turn caused 
a rear end collision between two automobiles. 

The police should be called whenever anyone is 
killed or seriously injured. You should not call the 
police when there is only slight property damage, 
but should clear the roadway as quickly as possible 
so that traffic can flow again. Only then should you 
attend to the formalities. 
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The basic rule of the new 
Road Traffic Ordinance: 

Art. 1, Para. 1 
Participation in road traffic 
demands constant caution and 
mutual consideration. 
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Some Important Traffic Signs 



Soft shoulder - Danger to 
fast moving vehicles 




Slippery when road 
surface is wet or 
soiled 



Danger of 
unexpected ice 



Vehicles turning right 
have right of way and 
must signal their turn. 

Traffic proceeding 
straight must permit 
traffic from the right 
to pass 



One-way street 


Prescribed 
minimum speed 


Children are permitted 
to play on the road¬ 
way. You must there¬ 
fore drive with extra 
caution 


. % 





Pedestrian crosswalk 



1 50m 1 


Pedestrian crosswalk 
50 meters ahead 



100m 1 | 100m | 


Distance to the beginning of a danger 
zone, or to a zone within which a 
rule applies 



Distance to the end of a danger 
zone, or to the point to which a 
rule remains effect 



End of priority road 



+ t 

Direction B Direction A 

The solid line may be crossed only 
by vehicles travelling in Direction B 



The center line may be The arrows indicate the 

crossed if traffic is prescribed direction of travel 

not endangered 



The solid center lin^ 
may never be crossed 




Limits of a parking 
prohibition 
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